Credit Education Month Social Media Posts
Build your pipeline with these social media posts
Credit Score Explainer
Instagram Post
Your credit score could be the difference between getting your dream home or getting denied. 🏡
Here's what actually makes up your score (and what mortgage lenders are looking at):
✅ Payment History – 35% - Pay on time, every time. One missed payment can hurt more than you think.
✅ Amounts Owed – 30% - Keep credit card balances below 30% of your limit. Under 10% is even better.
✅ Length of Credit History – 15% - Older accounts work in your favor. Don't close them.
✅ Credit Mix – 10% - Having both credit cards and installment loans (like a car or student loan) helps.
✅ New Credit – 10% - Every time you apply for credit, it creates a hard inquiry. Avoid new accounts before applying for a mortgage.
For a mortgage, most lenders require at least a 640, but a 740+ score could help you qualify for better rates.
The good news? Every one of these factors is something you can work on. 
Drop your questions in the comments or comment “Credit” to get my free homeownership app that provides a free credit check and credit improvement tools. 
#crediteducation #mortgagetips #homebuying101 #creditscore #firsttimehomebuyer #springhomebuying #knowyournumbers #homebuyingtips #crediteducationmonth

60-Second Video Script
"If you're thinking about buying a home, there's one number you need to understand before anything else — your credit score.
Your score tells lenders how reliably you've paid back debt in the past. And for a mortgage, it directly affects two things: whether you qualify, and what interest rate you get.
Here's how your score is calculated.
Thirty-five percent is payment history — just paying on time is the single biggest thing you can do.
Thirty percent is how much of your available credit you're using. Keep those card balances low — ideally under 30%.
Fifteen percent is the length of your credit history, ten percent is your credit mix, and ten percent is new credit inquiries.
For a mortgage, most lenders want a minimum of 620. But if you want the best rate? You're really shooting for 740 or above.
The great news is that every single one of these factors is fixable with the right plan.
Want to know exactly where your score stands and what's moving the needle? We offer free credit check-ins — no pressure, no commitment.
Drop a comment, send a DM, or use the link in my bio to get my free homeownership app.

How Much House Can I Afford?
Instagram Post
"How much house can I afford?" — it's the first question almost every buyer asks. And the answer is based on more than just your paycheck. 🏠💰
Here's a quick way to think through your real numbers:
1️⃣ Start with gross income - Lenders look at your income before taxes. Add up everything — salary, freelance, rental income, co-borrower income.
2️⃣ Know your DTI - Your debt-to-income ratio is your total monthly debt payments divided by your gross monthly income. Most lenders want to see 45% or lower.
3️⃣ Use the 28% rule as a starting point - A comfortable monthly housing payment is generally no more than 28% of your gross monthly income. $6,000/month income × 0.28 = $1,680/month max payment
4️⃣ Don't forget upfront costs - Down payment, closing costs (2–5% of the loan), and cash reserves all factor in before you get the keys.
5️⃣ Budget for ownership costs – Property taxes, home insurance, HOA fees, and maintenance are real — plan for them.
The goal isn't just to qualify. It's to buy a home you can actually afford and enjoy. 🙌
📲 Want us to run your real numbers? DM us — it's free and takes about 10 minutes. No strings attached.
#homeaffordability #mortgagetips #homebuying101 #firsttimehomebuyer #knowyournumbers #homebuyingtips #springhomebuying #dti #mortgageready
60-Second Video Script
"One of the first things people ask me is — how much house can I afford?
And honestly, it's not just about your salary. Let me break it down.
Lenders start with your gross income — that's before taxes. Not your take-home pay. If you have a co-borrower, their income counts too.
Next is your debt-to-income ratio, or DTI. Add up all your monthly debt payments — car, student loans, credit cards — and divide by your gross monthly income. Most lenders want that number under 45%.
A simple rule of thumb: your monthly housing payment — that's principal, interest, taxes, and insurance — should be no more than 28 percent of your gross monthly income.
So if you bring in $6,000 a month, you're looking at roughly $1,680 as a comfortable payment.
Now here's what a lot of buyers forget — you also need money for your closing costs and reserves. That's on top of the down payment.
Want to know your real number? DM me or use the link in our bio. We'll run the math together — no cost, no commitment."

Renting vs. Buying: A Side-by-Side Reality Check
Instagram Post
Still renting and wondering if now is the time to buy? Here's an honest look at both sides. 👇
🏢 Renting ✔ Flexibility to move ✔ Landlord handles maintenance ✔ Lower upfront costs ✘ No equity built ✘ Rent can increase at renewal ✘ No long-term financial return
🏡 Buying ✔ Every payment builds equity ✔ Fixed-rate mortgage = predictable costs ✔ Freedom to make it your own ✔ Potential appreciation over time ✘ Upfront costs (down payment + closing) ✘ You own the maintenance
Here's the number most renters don't think about 👇
If you're paying $1,800/month in rent, that's $108,000 over 5 years — with nothing to show for it. A homeowner making similar payments over that same period has built equity and potentially seen their home value grow.
Renting isn't always the wrong move. But the cost of waiting is real.
Ask yourself: 
→ Do you plan to stay put for 3–5+ years? 
→ Is your credit score 620 or above? 
→ Do you have savings for a down payment?
If you answered yes to most of those, it may be time to have a conversation. 
If you answered Yes to #1, I can work with you on 2 and 3.
📲 DM me for a free, no-pressure financial health check.
#rentvsbuy #homebuying101 #firsttimehomebuyer #mortgagetips #springhomebuying #homeownership #crediteducationmonth

60-Second Video Script
"Renting or buying — it's one of the biggest financial decisions you'll make. So let's talk about it honestly.
Renting has real advantages. You have flexibility to move, the landlord handles repairs, and your upfront costs are low.
But here's the tradeoff —
Every month you pay rent, that money is gone. If you're paying $1,800 a month, that's over $100,000 in five years — and you own nothing at the end of it.
When you own, it's different. Your monthly payment builds equity. Your rate stays fixed if you have a fixed mortgage. And your home can grow in value over time.
Now, buying isn't the right move for everyone right now. And that's okay.
But if you plan to stay in your area for at least 3 to 5 years, your credit is in decent shape, and you have some savings, it's worth knowing what buying would actually look like for you.
The cost of waiting is real. But so is buying before you're ready.
Let's figure out which side of that line you're on — together.
DM us or click the link in our bio for a free, no-pressure financial health check."





Credit Education Workshop Outline
Title options
Own It: The Credit and Financial Truths That Get You to the Closing Table
From Renter to Ready: What It Really Takes to Buy a Home
Credit Confident: Everything You Need to Know Before You Buy

Format: 30–45 minutes | Virtual or in-person 
Audience: First-time and move-up buyers exploring homeownership 
Presented by: [Loan Officer Name] in partnership with [Agent/Financial Advisor Name]

Welcome & Introduction (3–5 minutes)
· Who you are and why you're hosting this workshop
· What attendees will walk away knowing
· Set the tone: no pressure, no sales pitch — just education
· Quick poll or show of hands: Where are you in your homebuying journey?

Section 1: Why Credit Matters More for a Mortgage Than Almost Any Other Loan (5 minutes)
· Mortgages are long-term, high-dollar commitments — lenders scrutinize credit more carefully than auto or personal loans
· Your credit profile directly affects: 
· Whether you qualify at all
· What loan programs you're eligible for (FHA, conventional, VA, USDA)
· Your interest rate — and how much that costs you over the life of the loan
· Example: The difference in monthly payment between a 680 and a 760 credit score on a $300,000 mortgage

Section 2: The 5 Factors That Make Up Your Credit Score (10 minutes)
Walk through each FICO factor with a mortgage-specific lens:
1. Payment History (35%)
· Single most important factor
· Even one 30-day late payment can impact mortgage approval
· How long negative marks stay on your report
2. Amounts Owed / Credit Utilization (30%)
· What utilization means and why it matters
· The 30% rule — and why under 10% is even better for mortgage applicants
· Common mistake: paying off cards but closing the accounts
3. Length of Credit History (15%)
· Why older accounts are valuable
· What happens when you open new credit before applying
4. Credit Mix (10%)
· Revolving credit vs. installment loans
· Why having both can work in your favor
5. New Credit / Hard Inquiries (10%)
· The difference between soft and hard inquiries
· How mortgage rate shopping is treated differently (14–45 day window)
· Why applying for new credit before closing is a serious risk

Section 3: What Mortgage Lenders Actually Look At (10 minutes)
Credit score is just one piece. Lenders evaluate the full picture:
The Three C's of Mortgage Underwriting
· Capacity — Can you afford the payment? 
· Debt-to-income ratio (DTI): front-end vs. back-end
· General DTI guidelines by loan type
· Capital — Do you have enough saved? 
· Down payment requirements by loan program
· Reserves: what they are and why lenders want to see them
· Credit — Are you a reliable borrower? 
· Minimum score requirements by loan type (FHA: 580+, Conventional: 620+, etc.)
· How lenders use the middle score from all three bureaus
· What a tri-merge credit report looks like
Red flags lenders watch for:
· Collections, charge-offs, and judgments
· Derogatory marks within the past 24 months
· Recent large deposits without a paper trail
· High utilization spikes in the months before application

Section 4: Building a Mortgage-Ready Credit Profile (5–7 minutes)
Practical steps attendees can take right now:
· Pull your free credit reports at AnnualCreditReport.com and review for errors
· Dispute inaccuracies — even small ones can affect your score
· Pay down revolving balances before applying
· Don't close old accounts or open new ones in the 6–12 months before applying
· Set up autopay to protect your payment history going forward
· Understand your timeline: most credit improvements take 3–6 months to reflect
Introduce FinLocker (if co-presented):
· How the app helps buyers monitor credit, track progress, and understand what's impacting their score in real time
· How it connects buyers to their loan officer when they're ready to move forward

Section 5: Q&A and Next Steps (5 minutes)
· Open the floor for questions
· Offer one-on-one follow-up conversations for attendees who want a personalized credit review
· Provide a simple takeaway resource: credit checklist or timeline guide
· Clear call to action: "Here's what you should do this week."

Workshop Takeaway Checklist (Handout)
· Pull all three credit reports and check for errors
· Calculate your current credit utilization on each card
· Note the age of your oldest account — don't close it
· Avoid applying for any new credit for the next 6–12 months
· Set up autopay on all accounts
· Schedule a free credit review with [Loan Officer Name]
Loan officers with a FinLocker app can give that to workshop registrants and attendees to make the “homework” simple for the prospective buyers and ensure they stay connected with each person.

Workshop Registration Social Media Posts

OPTION 1 Own It: The Credit and Financial Truths That Get You to the Closing Table
Instagram / Facebook
You've thought about buying a home. Maybe for a while now. But do you know what's actually standing between you and the closing table?
Join us for a free workshop where we pull back the curtain on exactly what lenders look for, how your credit score is calculated, and what you can do right now to put yourself in the strongest possible position.
🗓 [Date] 🕐 [Time] 📍 [Location / Virtual Link]
Seats are limited — grab yours today. 👉 [Facebook – Add Registration Link / IG – Link in Bio]
#crediteducation #homebuyingworkshop #crediteducationmonth #firsttimehomebuyer #springhomebuying #freeworkshop

LinkedIn
If homeownership is on your radar — whether that's 90 days or 12 months from now — this workshop is worth an hour of your time.
Own It: The Credit and Financial Truths That Get You to the Closing Table is a free, practical session designed to help prospective buyers understand exactly what lenders evaluate, how credit scores are built and improved, and how to close the gap between where you are financially and where you need to be to buy.
📅 [Date] | 🕐 [Time] | 📍 [Location / Virtual]
No pressure. No sales pitch. Just the information you need to move forward with confidence.
🔗 Register here: [Link]

OPTION 2 From Renter to Ready: What It Really Takes to Buy a Home
Instagram / Facebook
Still renting and wondering when — or if — buying a home will ever feel possible? 🏡
This one's for you.
Join us for From Renter to Ready, a free workshop that walks you through exactly what it takes to go from where you are now to holding the keys to your own home.
We'll cover: 
✅ How your credit score affects your ability to qualify 
✅ What lenders actually look for (it's more than just your credit score and savings) 
✅ Simple steps to start building your mortgage-ready profile today
🗓 [Date] 🕐 [Time] 📍 [Location / Virtual Link]
It's free. It's practical. And it could change the way you think about what's possible. 🙌
Seats are limited — grab yours today. 👉 [Facebook – Add Registration Link / IG – Link in Bio]
#fromrentertoready #homebuying101 #crediteducation #firsttimehomebuyer #rentvsbuy #mortgagetips #crediteducationmonth #freeworkshop #springhomebuying

LinkedIn
The path from renting to owning isn't always obvious, but it is navigable with the right information.
From Renter to Ready: What It Really Takes to Buy a Home is a free, no-pressure workshop for anyone considering homeownership but unsure where to start. I'll break down the credit and financial factors lenders evaluate, what a realistic preparation timeline looks like, and the practical steps you can take today to move closer to your goal.
📅 [Date] | 🕐 [Time] | 📍 [Location / Virtual]
If you've ever wondered whether homeownership is within reach for you, this session will give you a clear, honest answer.
🔗 Register here: [Link]

OPTION 3 Credit Confident: Everything You Need to Know Before You Buy A Home
Instagram / Facebook
Buying a home starts long before you meet with real estate agents to find the right house. It starts with knowing your numbers. 📊
Credit Confident is a free workshop for anyone who wants to understand exactly how credit works, what lenders look for in a mortgage application, and how to build the strongest financial profile possible before you buy.
Whether you’re planning to buy this spring or a year from now, this is the session that prepares you and builds your confidence.
🗓 [Date] 🕐 [Time] 📍 [Location / Virtual Link]
Seats are limited — grab yours today. 👉 [Facebook – Add Registration Link / IG – Link in Bio]
#creditconfident #crediteducation #homebuyingtips #crediteducationmonth #firsttimehomebuyer #springhomebuying #freeworkshop

LinkedIn
Confidence in the homebuying process starts with understanding your credit — and knowing exactly what lenders will see when they pull your file.
Credit Confident: Everything You Need to Know Before You Buy A Home is a free workshop that demystifies the mortgage qualification process. We'll walk through how credit scores are calculated, the key financial factors lenders evaluate, and the specific steps you can take to strengthen your application — whether you're ready to buy now or working toward it.
📅 [Date] | 🕐 [Time] | 📍 [Location / Virtual]
Walk in curious. Walk out confident.
🔗 Register here: [Link]
